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LAST BATTLE BETWEEN 
GOOD AND EVIL. 


WE FOUGHT IT TOGETHER, 
DIANA. WE THOUGHT 
{T WOULD BE THE END. 


IF ONLY WE 


KNEW...THE REAL WAR ‘or 
se 


HAD JUST BEGUN. 


pe, These are the stories from 
| the DARK MULTIVERSE that 
should NEVER ve... 


Witness the rise of 
the Dark Knights... 


NDR EWM RIN 
Ve, EOTTS) 


NOW, 
EARTH, OUR WO 


Langley, Virginia: HO off AIRIGUIS: 
WAR/RO 


PEOPLE, THE FACT 
THAT BY EXECUTIVE ORDER, 
A.R.G.U.S. HAS BEEN CHARGED 
WITH GATHERING THE HEADS OF 
S.H.A.D.E., THE D.E.0., TASK 
FORCE X AND OUR OWN MILITARY, 
LETS YOU KNOW WE'VE 
NOT ONLY FORMED THE 
MOST UN-EASIEST 
OF ALLIANCES... 


y 
..-BUT ARE 
ALSO OPERATING 
UNDER CR/S/S 
PROTOCOLS. 


WITH ALL 
KEY MEMBERS OF 
THE JUSTICE LEAGUE 
M.I.A. OUR GOAL'S TO 
LAY OUT OPTIONS 
FOR COUNTER- 
MEASURES. 


WE'RE ALL 
ADULTS HERE-- 
NO OFFENSE MEANT, 
FATHER TIME--SO NO 
NEED TO SUGAR- 
COAT THIS 
MESS. 


LET'S 
START WITH 
THE MILITARY. 
GENERAL 
LANE? 


PURE 
AND SIMPLE, 

WE'RE ROYALLY 

SCREWED. 


WE'VE 
GOT US A FULL- 
SCALE INVASION 
AS WE SIT 
HERE. 


IN THE FIVE 
DAYS SINCE THAT 
MOUNTAIN POKED UP IN 
THE MIDDLE OF GOTHAM CITY 
WE'VE SEEN METROPOLIS, 
CENTRAL CITY, DETROIT, COAST 
CITY, AMNESTY BAY AND EVEN 
THE LEAGUE WATCHTOWER BE 
SYSTEMATICALLY TAKEN OUT 
? BY THESE UNKNOWN 
FORCES. 


EARLY 
BATTLEFIELD 
REPORTS DESCRIBED 
THE INVADERS AS 
“NIGHTMARE 
BATMEN.” 


THE SPECIAL 
GPS UNITS WE 
IMPLANTED IN THEM 
ALL WENT OFFLINE, 
SO WE ONLY CAN 
PRESUME THEY'VE 
BEEN COMPROMISED 
OR KILLED. 


WE 
SENT WALLER’S 
"SUICIDE SQUAD” INTO 
GOTHAM TO CONFIRM AND 
TERMINATE, BUT ALL 
CONTACT'S BEEN 
LOST. 


/ RIGHT, SO 

WITH ALL THE COLORFUL 

SUPER-FOLKS SCRATCHED 
FROM THE LINEUP, AND POTUS 
MOVED TO AN ORBITAL SECURE 
ZONE ABOARD AIR FORCE ONE, 
IT'S TIME FOR US TO DO WHAT 
WE ALWAYS DO, WHICH IS 
TAKE OVER AND CLEAN 
UP THIS MESS. 


USING TECH FROM BOTH 
THE RED ROOM AND THE 
MACHINE, OUR PEOPLE 
HAVE DEVELOPED A 
4 WARHEAD THAT COMBINES 
)  MODORAN SONIC TECH, 


KRYPTONIAN 
SUNSTONES. 


CODE-NAMED 
VALHALLA, THERE IS 
NO LIVING BEING IN THE 
SOLAR SYSTEM--SUPER, 
MAN OR OTHERWISE-- 
THAT COULD 


SURVIVE IT. 


I'M SURE 
WONDER WOMAN 
AND THE REST OF THE 
JUSTICE LEAGUE ARE 
PLANNING HOW TO 
HANDLE THIS. THEY 
ALWAYS-- 


FIGURES 


Ou, SAMMY, 
YOU THINK ALL 
YOUR PROBLEMS/ OR OTHER MONSTERS 
CAN JUST BE | FROM S.H.A.D.E. GAVE 
BLOWN AWAY. | US ANY WARNING THIS 
YOU SHOULD BE\ WAS COMING, FATHER 
SO LUCKY. TIME. WHOSE SIDE 
\ ARE YOU ON? 


NONE OF 


DROP ELV/S 
ON THEM. 


YOUR WN Oe sire : 


DON'T BE 
RIDICULOUS, 
COLONEL JONAS. 
YOUR CREATURE'S 
NO BETTER THAN 
HER FRANKENSTEIN 
MONSTER, AND 
AT LEAST IT 
CAN SPEAK. 


WHY IS 
YOUR BONY ASS 
EVEN HERE, BONES? 
AREN'T THE D.E.O. 
JUST A.R.G.U.S.'S 
ERRAND BOYS? 


WAIT A MINUTE--I CALLED YOU ALL HERE 


THE MASKS 
AE / AND CAPES ARE 
Say _ NOT COMING TO 
SAVE THE DAY! IT's 
ON US TO ACT, 


AND DO IT 
NOW! 


BIRD'S 
ALREADY IN 
THE AIR. WE JUST \ 
HAVE TO ZERO IT | 
WHERE IT'LL DO 
THE MOST 
GOOD. 


A POWER-POINT 
RANGER LIKE YOU, ye: 
TREVOR, WOULDN'T J 

HAVE THE STEEL 


B-- 


TO DISCUSS OPTIONS...NOT SIGN 
OFF ON TOTAL WAR. 


THERE HAS 


TO BE AN OPTION 
THAT WON'T MURDER 
MILLIONS OF INNOCENT 
GOTHAM CIVILIANS, 
AND DOZENS OF OUR 

) WORLD'S FINEST 


HEROES. 


LOOK AT ce = 
wer an? é ME, I’VE LIVED 


\T PRACTICALLY 


MY WHOLE LIFE. I WAS ONLY EIGHT YEARS 
OLD WHEN MY WAR BEGAN, 
WITH A SHOT FIRED IN A 

GOTHAM CITY ALLEY... 


«BEGAN WITH AN OATH 
TO MYSELF THAT WHAT 
HAPPENED TO ME COULD 
NEVER HAPPEN AGAIN. 


AN OATH THAT 
I WOULD WAGE MY 
€ JUSTLY, WITH 
RULES, WITH MERCY, 
UNLIKE MY ENEMY. 


WHAT A 
FOOL I WAS, 
BACK THEN. 


THey Have [ee 
A MISSION... 


HEARING THEIR 
SCREAMS, I CANNOT 
HELP BUT THINK OF 

MY OLD RULES, 


Oe ...THAT ONLY 
2B A SWORD CAN 
DELIVER. 


“LANE! WHAT ARE 
YOU DOING! THOSE 
COORDINATES... 
YOU'RE SENDING THE | 
BOMBERS HERE?!" 


HE'S MAKING 
HIS WAY TO US, We ohne 
FLOOR BY FLOOR. DOWN ON HIS 
HE'S AFTER 
VALHALLA. 


YOU REALIZE you~ 
WHAT YOU'RE ! zwsr S/GNED 
COMMITTING 7476 DEATH 
US TO?! _4 SENTENCE FOR 
THIS WHOLE 
DAMN CITY! 


STEP AWAY, TREVOR. ‘ 
THE GENERAL IS RIGHT. 
THIS IS THE BEST OPTION. 
MILLIONS DEAD TO 
SAVE BILLIONS. 


( it's Just 
MATH. _/ 


SHE LOVED A MAN 
BEFORE ME. TREVOR, AN 
HONORABLE SOLDIER. HE 
DIED IN THE EARLY DAYS 

OF THE WAR. 


IT HAD HAPPENED OVERNIGHT. 
ARES HAD FORGED A NEW 
HELMET THAT MAGNIFIED HIS 
POWERS A HUNDREDFOLD. 


IT TOOK US TWO YEARS [RR vol 

TO GET TO THE FRONT. Wir bay 
WE VOWED TO KILL ARES, fi FOR WHAT 

DESTROY THE HELMET. \ Vou'te 


DONE! 


WE NEVER EXPECTED TO 
WIN. BUT WE DID...THOUGH 
IT COST DIANA HER LIFE. 


Sy 


=* “SN 2 


H ; 
FIELDS OF FIRE \ 
ARE LITTERED 

WITH DEAD. 


WHO 
ARE YOu TO 
CHALLENGE 
THE GOD OF 


DIANA HAD 
WARNED ME OF 
ITS POWER, ITS 

ABILITY TO 

CORRUPT... 


a eo 
aren BUT AT 
THAT MOMENT, 
I SAW IT... 
ig, a a [= 


4 ie 
SAW THE POSSIBILITY...IF I 


TOOK THE HELMET, I COULD 
oi rates eae 
FIRST TIME IN HISTORY, WAR Me Gina 
COULD BE JUST, FAIR. ae wie 


WHAT 
YOU GOT, 
COWGIRL? 


SORRY, CASSIUS, BUT DID YA REALLY W 
: THINK BEING THE GREAT-GRANDSON 
= I : ~ OF BLACK EAGLE WAS ONLY GOING 
JUST RECEIVED : > TO GET YOU JOY RIDES ON FERRIS 
CONFIRMATION DAMN, I AIR'S NEWEST BOMBER? 
CODES. WE ARE WANTED TO MAKE 
A GO TO DROP 2 THE HISTORY 
VALHALLA. f fife BOOKS, BUT NOT 
: LIKE THIS. 


37.083507 . - 
NORTH, LANGLEY... 


76.359224 ‘ my COME IN, LANGLEY! 
WEST. ~ I'M GETTING NOTHING. 
\ ve see JUST LIKE COAST CITY 
y) = \ BEFORE IT WENT... 


DAMMIT, _¥ 
HAL, WHERE 
ARE YOU? 


“IF WE'RE DOING THIS, 
WE BETTER DO IT FAST 
AND MAKE IT COUNT.” J 


WITH YOUR DIRTY 
PAST, YOU DON'T BELONG 
IN THIS ALLIANCE, BONES! T 
SHOULD'VE PUT AN EXPLOSIVE 
IN YOUR HEAD AND SENT 
YOU OUT WITH THE 
SQUAD! 


YOU'RE A 
HYPOCRITICAL 
TOOL FOR-- 


/ YOU'RE SOFT, 


TREVOR--THAT'S 
WHY WONDER 
WOMAN LEFT 


GET 
OFF ME, 
YOU LITTLE 


/ AND YOU'RE A y 

[ XENOPHOBIC ASS- \i 

HAT, LANE. THAT f 
BOMB IS NOT 
HAPPENING! 


7 


IN A MATTER OF 
MINUTES THIF WORLD 
WILL CEASE TO EXI9T. 
IF NOT FOR ALL THE 

EXPLOSIONS, YOU WOULD? 
HAVE ALREADY FELT 
THE TREMOR®. 


THAT HELMET 
OF YOURY...1T LETS 
YOU PEER INTO THE 
MIGHT NOT HAVE A HEART, 
BUT YOU CAN ZENZE ee 
WHO T AM, CAN'T 
YOU? : 


2. 
HEARTS OF MEN. NOw, T [eee O82) 


YOU KNOW ; 
THIF IFN'T A TRICK. 
YOU KNOW T’M SPEAKING 
THE TRUTH. ANT You 
KNOW THAT T WOULDN'T 
BE HERE If I VIDPN’T 
HAVE AN OFFER To 


' & ae a ode me aes 
YOU'RE NEVER GOING 


TO ZEE THE END OF 
YOUR GLORIOUS WAR. 
YOU'LL NEVER BE ABLE OR PROVE 
TO BUILT A FINER TO DIANA THAT 
WORLD FROM IN THE END THIF 
THE ASH. SCORCHED PATH 
WAF KIGHT. 


YOU'VE Lost 
70 MUCH, BRUCE. 
ALL TO PROVE THAT 
YOUR WAY If 
RIGHT. 


GREATER WAR 
\9 \UST ON THE 
HORIZON. 


PERHAPS 
THE GREATEST WARK 
THE COSMOS HAF EVER 
ZEEN. ANY WE'RE GOING 
1O NEED ZOMEONE WHO 
UNDERSTANDS HOw 
TO WIN IT. 


"7 A 
LOZING WAR, 


YOU'RE 
PLAYING THE GAME 
RIGHT, BUT THE RULES 
ARE STACKED AGAINST 
YOU. TRUST ME. T'VE 
BEEN READING 
UP. 


gO LET'S 
PROVE IT To 
EVERYONE, 
ONCE AND 
FOR ALL. 


Beco! 


Gaow 
THERE (5 NO WAR 
FOR HERE IS THE BETWEEN GOOD AND EVIL, 
TRUTH, DIANA. TEACHES. RIGHT AND WRONG. 


= 


AND IT {5 
CONSTANT, 
AND TOTAL. 


Ee feels em 
IN HIS BACK LEGS. i THE GREEN, 


OUR WORLDS 
WERE WEAK, 


I WANDERED 
TO AVOID THE 
SIGHT OF YOU. BENEATH THE TOMB WAS A 
TEMPLE. A TEMPLE BUILT FOR THE 
BRUCE WAYNE OF THIS WORLD. 


BAPTIZING HIM IN 
METAL, THE “MANTLING,” 
MAKING HIM THE PORTAL 

FOR ALL OF US, AND 

BARBATOS ITSELF. 


THEY THOUGHT THEY 
WERE BRINGING FORTH 
A GRATEFUL GOD... 


ITS WALLS 
TOLD HIS 
STORY. 


THE TALE OF 
HIS WAR OF HALF 
MEASURES... 


THE TALE OF ITS FUTILITY, 
OF HOW HIS ENEMIES PREYED 
UPON HIS MERCY, AND USED 

HIM AS A PAWN. 


HOW THE COURT OF OWLS, 

AND THEIR ANCIENT PRIESTS, 

THE STRIGYDAE, PREPARED 
HIM OVER YEARS... 


THE 
PLACE WAS A - 
FORTRESS. NHAT 
THE HELL COULD 
DO THIS? 


WHATEVER 
IT IS, 
LET'S PRAY 
VALHALLA 
KILLS IT. 


WHAT'S 
HAPPENED 
HERE? IT'S LIKE 
IT'S ALREADY 
BEEN HIT. 
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MY GOD... 
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IT SEEMS TO 
ABSORBED? / 


THE BLAST... 
HAVE BEEN... 


‘MON, 
TELL ME 
SOMETHING, 


Cc 
WHAT IS 
IT? 


WHAT 
READINGS 
DO WE HAVE, 
COWGIRL? 


I LOOK AT 
pnts 

BUT WHAT N\A 
was I suPPOSED Fe bs Be eae 3 USED TO BE. 
TO DO WHEN mm . Se 


I SAW YOU WERE 
STILL ALIVE? 


= 
J— 
l 


[Yorm SOT HAD 
BE 10 STRIKE 
YOU DOWN. 

/ — 
), au 


HE 
FIGHTS WITH 
MERCY. WITH 
RESTRAINT. 


WHICH 15 WHY Fe 


THE JUSTICE LEAGUE VS. THE DARK KNIGHTS! 


JUSTICE LEAGUE ""32 HAL 
writen y ROBERT VENDITTI HE GREEN L 
wcty LIAM SHARP MW 
1/1/17 A 


Connecting covers by ETHAN 


How does Diana’s story 
from the Wonder Woman 
film tie into the story line 
of Justice League? 

When we were shooting 
the Wonder Woman movie, 
it was all about Diana and 


in theaters NOVEMBER 17 


the evolution that she 
goes through. When we 
meet her again in Justice 
League, she has been 
around for many years in the world of men, but it’s 
still the same character. She’s there to help people 
and to try and make the world a better place. The 
only difference is that she has been working alone 
for many years. 


Ibe LEAGHE 


How do you see her role on the team? What does she 
bring to the dynamic? 

For me it was important that she be the glue of the 
team. | think that one of the special and beautiful 
things about Diana is that she cares for people in the 
most sincere way. So in her scenes, | made sure that 
she would make every one of them feel stronger, 
loved and capable. The story in Justice League is 

far bigger than Diana; it’s about the entire League. 


A AL es INTERVIEW WITH 


GAL GADOT 


What was it like the first time you saw everyone in 
costume? 

Surreal. It was super-strange and funny but very 
exciting. In the first two days that we were shooting, 
one moment I’m being super-serious with the sword 
and the shield, and the next | would just burst out 
loud laughing. Everyone looks just like they do in the 
comic books. Then they cut and it’s like Halloween. 


Does Diana fight differently and blend her skills 
alongside her new teammates? 

I think the only difference is that they have to work 
together. It’s like a dance. One of them should set 
up the hit and then another should deliver it at the 
perfect time. | think that fighting alongside the team 
puts more stress on Diana, because she doesn’t 
want anything to happen to any of them. 


DON’T MISS 
JUSTICE LEAGUE DAY 
ON 11/18/17 


Visit deccomics.com/JLday 
for more details! 


DC COMICS BOB HARRAS Senior VP - Editor-in-Chief, DC Comics PAT McCALLUM Executive Editor, DC Comics DIANE NELSON President DAN DiDIO Publisher JIM LEE Publisher 
GEOFF JOHNS President & Chief Creative Officer AMIT DESAI Executive VP — Business & Marketing Strategy, Direct to Consumer & Global Franchise Management SAM ADES Senior VP & General Manager, Digital Services 
BOBBIE CHASE VP & Executive Editor, Young Reader & Talent Development MARK CHIARELLO Senior VP - Art, Design & Collected Editions JOHN CUNNINGHAM Senior VP - Sales & Trade Marketing 
ANNE DePIES Senior VP - Business Strategy, Finance & Administration DON FALLETTI VP - Manufacturing Operations LAWRENCE GANEM VP - Editorial Administration & Talent Relations 
ALISON GILL Senior VP - Manufacturing & Operations HANK KANAILZ Senior VP - Editorial Strategy & Administration JAY KOGAN VP - Legal Affairs JACK MAHAN VP - Business Affairs 
NICK J. NAPOLITANO VP - Manufacturing Administration EDDIE SCANNELL VP - Consumer Marketing COURTNEY SIMMONS Senior VP - Publicity & Communications 
JIM (SKI) SOKOLOWSKI VP - Comic Book Specialty Sales & Trade Marketing NANCY SPEARS VP - Mass, Book, Digital Sales & Trade Marketing MICHELE R. WELLS VP - Content Strategy 


BATMAN: THE MERCILESS 1. December, 2017. Published by DC Comics, 2900 W. Alameda Avenue, Burbank, CA 91505. GST # is R125921072. Copyright © 2017 DC Comics. All Rights Reserved. All characters featured in this issue, the distinctive likenesses thereof 
and related elements are trademarks of DC Comics. The stories, characters and incidents mentioned in this magazine are entirely fictional. DC Comics does not read or accept unsolicited submissions of ideas, stories or artwork. For Advertising and Custom Publishing 
contact dccomicsadvertising @dccomics.com. For details on DC Comics Ratings, visit dccomics.com/go/ratings. 


